Dear Mr Johnson
Rima Andmariam, now 17 years old, arrived in the UK in March 2008, fleeing persecution in Eritrea and then racist neglect in Italy.

She is a lovely young girl, whom I have come to know as a member of the large congregation I lead, St Silas’ Episcopal Church, Glasgow. Many of our people will be devastated if she is removed from Glasgow. Please look upon her situation with compassion and mercy.

Rima came to stay with Robert Swinfen and Alison Phipps in Glasgow in March 2009, and they have become a close-knit family unit. Rima has a strong case for asylum from Eritrea, but under the Dublin Regulation is liable to be returned to Italy. She has come to love Robert and Alison as her Dad and Mum, and they have very strong parental feelings for her too. For the past year they, with some help from friends, have provided her entire support as if she were indeed their foster daughter. Rima is extremely vulnerable and in need of a secure family to recover from the trauma and chaos of the past three years of her life. She is doing very well, but is far from ready to live on her own and both wants and needs to continue living with her British Mum and Dad. 
We urge you to intervene in this case to allow Rima to remain in the UK because she now has many strong relationships and a foster-family who will continue to support and love her for as long as she needs. Rima will be 18 on 1st July this year, but the trauma and upheaval which she has suffered mean that she will need to be part of a family for some years to come. It would be so cruel to tear her away from parents for a second time, and we therefore ask that you use your discretion to allow her to stay in the UK on humanitarian grounds.

Rima’s family are “Pentecostal” Christians, which is illegal in Eritrea. Her father was taken away by the police when Rima was 14, and nothing has been heard of him since. Six months later the police came back for Rima’s mother; as she was breast-feeding they instead took Rima for interrogation. Rima was fortunate enough to be released, but her mother realised that she would continue to be in danger as the oldest child in the family, and therefore arranged for friends to smuggle her out of Eritrea. 

After a difficult and dangerous journey, Rima managed to reach Italy, but her troubles were far from over. As with many other Africans seeking sanctuary from persecution in Italy, after initial registration (name, date of birth, fingerprint) Rima was completely ignored. She lived in a large derelict squat and had to walk to charity soup-kitchens for food. This precarious situation eventually lead to an incident in which Rima lost a finger, with the stump becoming badly infected. The charity volunteers in Milan clubbed together to find the money to pay for Rima to travel to the UK, Where they hoped she would be treated better.

Rima was 15 when she was dispersed to Cardiff in March 2008, and to start with was treated as the child which she was. Unfortunately, the formal Age Assessment which Social Services performed was extremely biased and concluded that – as she could not prove her exact date of birth– she was over 20. This meant that she was liable to be sent back to Italy. Terrified of a return to such a scary and precarious existence, Rima ran away. She moved from house to house for several months, staying with one or two other Eritrean asylum seekers, before she was sent to Scotland where she arrived in Glasgow homeless and destitute in March 2009.

There is an outstanding Judicial Review which we believe contains a strong case, but Rima and her new parents urgently need an end to uncertainty, and to build a normal family life in Scotland. Once again, therefore, can I urge you to intervene in this case to allow Rima to stay.
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